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The industrial development of the Mediterranean coast and the
Rhone valley is based partly on the cultivation of the above-
mentioned plants, partly on the position of the Rhone valley in
relation to Africa and the East, and partly on proximity to the
coal resources of the Central Massif. The manufacture of silk
settled naturally in a region favourable to the growth of the mul-
berry tree, but the domestic supply of raw material is now far
short of the demand, and large quantities are annually imported
from Italy, the Levant, China, and Japan, with all of which there
is easy communication. The growing dependence of the industry
upon electric power has encouraged its distribution over a wide
area, and silk goods are manufactured not only in the suburbs of
Lyons and hi the small towns of the neighbourhood, but in the
valleys of the southern Jura, in the French Alps, where the valley
of the Isere is said to contain one-third of the silk factories of the
Lyons region, and on the slopes of the Central Massif, where St.
Etienne is in a sense tributary to Lyons. While handloom weaving
has declined in importance and is now reserved for special materials,
the development of hydro-electric power has made possible a large
increase in the number of home-weaving power looms. Lyons
itself remains the commercial centre of the industry, and is also
engaged in the dyeing and finishing processes. One of the great
inconveniences of the silk industry is its entire dependence upon
the fashions of the hour, and the adaptability of the Lyons industry.<
has been a potent factor in its success. In this connection it may
be noted that a large part of the rapidly-growing output of artificial
silk in France comes from the region under consideration.
The cultivation of olives has played an important part in the
trade and industry of Marseilles. The manufacture of olive oil
encouraged the growth of pursuits of a similar character, and the
facilities with which such articles as linseed, gingelly, sesamum,
ground-nuts, and copra could be imported from the East con-
tributed to the establishment of oil, candle, and soap factories on
an extensive scale.
The presence of coal in the Central Massif and the demand for
silk-weaving machinery have favoured the development of a large
engineering industry*"^ Lyons, which is also noted for the con-
struction ol automobiles, a result partly of the fact that early
experiments in this mode of locomotion were made there. The